
 
Dear Friend, 
 
This past year has shown us something powerful: when kids are given access to 
education and opportunity, they rise. As our Think Big students graduate and step 
into the workforce, we have proven results that our model works, and that your 
financial support is changing lives. 
 
During the year, Think Big for Kids celebrated students who are now firefighters, 
nurses, cybersecurity majors, HVAC technicians, and first-generation college 
graduates. These young adults began their journeys in our program as middle- and 
high-schoolers unsure of what was possible. Today, they are stepping into careers 
with confidence, purpose, and a future without limits. 
 
And the momentum is accelerating. 
 
Our Proven Model - This Year’s Results  

• Career Exploration: More than 1,800 students participated in monthly career 
showcases, field trips, and skill-building workshops across five regions 
representing 60 program locations. 88% said they learned about careers or 
jobs they didn’t know about before our program. 

• Mentorship: 100% of our senior mentees took concrete steps toward their 
post-graduation plans, a critical milestone, supported by mentors who stay 
with them through their journey. 

• Job Readiness & Placement: Think Big has now awarded over $1.3 million in 
scholarships to students as they pursue trades, technical certifications, and 
college pathways, including over 130 scholarship recipients this year.   
 
These results are not abstract numbers - they represent real kids rewriting 
their futures.  

Ben is Discovering His Passion through Skilled Trades 
 
Ben was unsure of his post high school plan until he experienced a career showcase 
presented by Jeff, owner of JDP Electric. Ben immediately connected with the idea of 
becoming an electrician and was paired with Jeff as his mentor. Thanks to Jeff’s 
generosity, Ben is now a paid apprentice and on track to becoming an electrical 
contractor. I invite you to click on the video images below to learn more about Ben’s 
take on his apprenticeship and Jeff’s perspective as his mentor: 
  



 
  

  

 
  

 
Chairah is Studying Pre-Law at NYU 
 
Chairah was accepted to NYU but couldn’t afford the hefty deposit to hold her spot. 
By partnering with Tyler, her high school counselor, Think Big not only paid the 
deposit but also paired Chairah with a mentor, Irina, to provide much-needed 
guidance. Chairah is now majoring in pre-law and shares a powerful relationship with 
Irina. Think Big continues to support Chairah as she successfully navigates 
coursework, internships and life in the big city. Click on the video image below to 
learn how Think Big partners with schools and volunteers to ensure deserving 
students can access higher education: 

 
  

  
Their journeys began with exposure, grew through mentorship, and solidified through 
hands-on experience - the three pillars that define our work - and many more similar 
success stories are unfolding. 
 
How Many More Kids Can We Support? 
 
We have served 10,000 kids since our inception in 2016, but sustaining our 
momentum requires resources. Every additional student means more mentors, more 
career hands-on experience, more scholarships, and more opportunities that open 
doors. 
 
This is where we need your help. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0kN39Mx6eTo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zDnHq5M3d1o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dSL9ojXV1b0


 
Will You Make a Gift Today? 
Your donation directly fuels the next student’s journey, from their first career 
showcase to the moment they step into a job that changes their life trajectory. Your 
support ensures that more kids can experience a Journey Without Limits, no matter 
the circumstances they were born into. 
 
You can make your donation by mailing a check to: 
Think Big for Kids, Inc. (EIN# 83-3978138)  
1219 Rolling Woods Lane 
Lakeland, FL 33813 
 
Or donate online at www.thinkbigforkids.org. 
 
Thank you for believing in our mission and in the potential of every kid we serve. 
Together, we can help thousands more discover what’s possible - and go make it 
happen. 
 
With Gratitude, 

 
  
Tony DiBenedetto, Founder 
Think Big for Kids 
  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jZnGQclUDdc
http://www.thinkbigforkids.org/

